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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE MANCOS SCHOOL DISTRICT RE-6 BOARD OF EDUCATION 

ROOM #223 – MANCOS HIGH SCHOOL – MONDAY, APRIL 20, 2015, 7:00 P.M.
Work Session: Mrs. Epps and Mr. Priestley presented a brief overview of Mastery Connect to the Board. It is a tool that teachers can use to create curriculum maps and use information and assess students with help from teachers all over the country. Mastery Connect is being used by many districts in the Northeast section of Colorado. Currently it is only being used by Mancos and Dolores County (Dove Creek). 

Mr. Hanson gave the Board an update on the Accountability Pilot Project. The Rural Innovation Alliance is preparing to make its proposal to the State Legislature. It includes commitments, measurable elements, and accountability information. Mr. Hanson invited the Board members to be in attendance at the April 29 Alliance meeting and at the May 14 presentation at the Capitol.
CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

The regular meeting of the Board of Education - Mancos School District Re-6 was called to order by Board President at 7:02 p.m. Mr. Guiles led the Pledge of Allegiance.

	Monty L. Guiles 
	President
	Present

	Wesley Rivera
	Vice President
	Present

	Boe Hawkins
	Secretary
	Present

	Blake Mitchell
	Treasurer
	Present

	Beverly Humiston-Scott
	Director
	Present

	
	
	

	Also in attendance:
	Brian Hanson
	Superintendent

	
	Susan Doudy
	Business Manager

	
	Heath Showalter
	Dean of Students/AD

	
	Cathy Epps
	Elementary Principal

	
	Adam Priestley
	Secondary Principal

	
	Pearlie Mae Chadwick
	ELC Director

	
	Theresa Titone
	Administrative Assistant

	
	
	

	Visitors in the audience:  
	Bruce W. Scott
	Community Member

	
	Sherri Asnicar
	Parent

	
	Amanda Rose
	Parent

	
	Brian Rose
	Parent

	
	Margie Russell
	Community Member

	
	Pam Coppinger
	Community Member

	
	Shannon Livick
	Mancos Times Reporter


APPROVAL OF AGENDA

MOTION by Mr. Mitchell to approve the meeting agenda for the Monday, April 20, 2015, Regular Meeting with the addition of the Addendum adding action items 11 - AA and BB. 
Ms. Rivera seconds.

AYE: Mr. Guiles, Mr. Hawkins, Ms. Humiston-Scott, Mr. Mitchell, and Ms. Rivera. NO: None. Motion carried 5-0.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

MOTION by Mr. Hawkins to approve the minutes from the March 16, 2015, Regular Meeting.
Mr. Mitchell seconds.

Discussion items: Ms. Humiston Scott asked if the date on the open house was correct or was it a typo. The dates listed are correct.
AYE: Mr. Guiles, Mr. Hawkins, Ms. Humiston-Scott, Mr. Mitchell, and Ms. Rivera. NO: None. Motion carried 5-0.
PRESENTATIONS – RECOGNITION FROM DISTRICT OR BOARD

Mr. Guiles commented on the Talent Show and thanked Mr. Saletta for putting it on. He also said the Grand March for the Prom was wonderful.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No one signed up to comment.
REPORTS FROM ADMINISTRATORS AND COMMITTEES

Superintendent’s Report: Mr. Hanson asked if there were any questions regarding his written report. He then introduced the subject of a possible bond to upgrade the athletic facilities-the fields, the Performance Center and the Historic Gym. He asked for feedback from the Board.  He did mention it at the Accountability Committee Meeting and there was a suggestion for an All-Weather Track and that there might be grants that could be applied from Go-Colorado. Mr. Mitchell spoke regarding the grant and said that if you accept the funds you would have to open the facilities to the general public. Some schools in our area have been negatively affected by allowing the public to use their tracks. Ms. Rivera asked for a ballpark figure on the costs. If the Board is open to the idea, Mr. Hanson will begin to explore the options. Ms. Humiston-Scott suggested we might go south from the Historic Gym. Mr. Guiles would love to see some upgrades to our facilities. Mr. Hawkins asked if we might need to look at more classrooms at the same time. The Board gave Mr. Hanson the go-ahead.
Elementary Principal’s Report: Mrs. Epps said they are starting a waiting list for Kindergarten. The Elementary School has had three new students this week. She reviewed her report and updated the Board on parts of it. 
Secondary Principal’s Report: Mr. Priestley first acknowledged the students who went on to the State Science Fair. He reviewed his written report, which included his observations during testing. He said that he will now be hiring for four positions: MS Math, HS English, HS Spanish, and HS Science. 
Mrs. Humiston-Scott asked how the State expects elementary students to write out, and then enter their responses onto a computer when most of them cannot type. She also asked about how the DI students have done at the State competition. Mr. Priestley reported that they leave Friday for Denver.
Dean of Student’s Report: Mr. Showalter presented an updated Referrals graph. He also reviewed his report. The Track and Field participants are doing well and they are having fun. He would like to increase the participation fees for next year. He could use the money to have another school’s trainer come to Mancos to train our coaches and possibly cover games. Mr. Hanson added that we would present the policy changes at next month’s meeting. 
Early Learning Center Director’s Report: Mrs. Chadwick presented her report. She said they had a great turn out for the parent/teacher conferences. She reviewed the results of the surveys. They are currently taking applications for next year. Mr. Hanson thanked and commended Pearlie on what she has accomplished at the Early Learning Center.
Accountability Committee Report: Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Hanson gave a brief report and the Committee’s meeting minutes were presented.
Business Managers Report and Financial Statements:  Mrs. Doudy asked if there were any questions or concerns on the reports she furnished. She reported on the Workman’s Comp case, which has been in litigation for the past three years. The case was supposed to go to court this Wednesday, but that has been cancelled and the attorneys will meet to discuss compensation.
FINANCIAL REPORT

Approve Bills

MOTION by Mr. Mitchell to approve the bills for April as presented.
Mr.  Hawkins seconds.

Mrs. Humiston-Scott questioned the cost of the work on the Riverwalk, and wondered why the school was responsible. Mr. Hanson responded that the company spent several days working to clean up several trees which had fallen or had broken branches, and that it is the district’s obligation to have this work completed.
AYE: Mr. Guiles, Mr. Hawkins, Ms. Humiston-Scott, Mr. Mitchell, and Ms. Rivera. NO: None. Motion carried 5-0.

DISCUSSION ITEMS

Phone System: Mr. Hanson reported that we have received bids for the phone system and he will present a recommendation at next month’s meeting to approve FastTrack’s bid for $78,000. Part of the new communication system is for a new phone equipment system and the other part is for a supporting network. Work would begin as soon as school is out, and we will have it up and running when school starts.  
15/16 Preliminary Budget: Mr. Hanson and Mrs. Doudy presented information to the Board on the Budget for next year. They discussed how they came by using the numbers they did and why. They are trying to remain conservative and have used figures which reflect that decision. Mr. Hanson then reviewed the wish/want lists from each department and possible scenarios to fulfill those wishes. Mr. Priestley talked about the at-risk students and a plan to help them with an alternative program. 
OPPORTUNITY FOR CONSENT MOTION

MOTION by Mr. Mitchell to consent to Action Items: 11 A through Z and 11 AA and BB
Ms. Rivera seconds.
Discussion: Ms. Humiston-Scott wanted to remove Action Item 11M from the Consent Motion, disagreeing with the recommendation to renew Mr. Sheek. Mr. Mitchell said his motion stands.
AYE: Mr. Guiles, Mr. Hawkins, Ms. Humiston-Scott, Mr. Mitchell, and Ms. Rivera. NO: None. Motion carried 5-0.
ACTION ITEMS

A. 2nd Reading Policies

1) BC –  School Board Member Conduct

2) BC-R –  School Board Member Financial Disclosure

3) BCA-E-2 –  Board Member Code of Ethics

4) BCB –  School Board Member Conflict of Interest

5) BDA –  Board Organizational Meeting

6) BE  – School Board Meetings

7) BEAA –  Electronic Participation in School Board Meetings

8) BEC –  Executive Sessions

9) BEDF – Voting Method

10) BID/BIE  – School Board Member Compensation/Expenses/Insurance/Liability

11) CBF – Superintendent’s Conduct

12) GBEA-E – Staff Ethics/Conflict of Interest - Exhibit

13) GBEB – Staff Conduct

14) GBEC – Alcohol and Drug Free Workplace

15) GBGJ – Staff Bereavement Leave

16) GBJ – Personnel Records and Files

17) GBK-R – Staff Concerns/Complaints/Grievances

18) GCKB – Administrative Staff Assignments and Transfers

19) GCO – Evaluation of Licensed Personnel

20) GCO-R – Evaluation of Licensed Personnel – Regulation

21) GCQC/GCQD – Resignation of Instructional Staff/Administrative Staff

22) GCQC/GCQD-R – Resignation of Instructional Staff/Administrative Staff – Regulation

23) GCQF – Discipline, Suspension and Dismissal of Professional Staff

24) GCQF-R – Discipline, Suspension and Dismissal of Professional Staff – Regulation

25) GDE/GDF-R – Support Staff Recruiting/Hiring

26) JKG – Expulsion Prevention
Approved by Consent Motion.

B. Act on recommendation to adopt Journeys Common Core Curriculum by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt for PK-5. 
Approved by Consent Motion.
C. Act on recommendation to accept the resignation of Pearlie Mae Chadwick as Early Learning Center teacher/director.
Approved by Consent Motion.
D. Act on recommendation to accept the resignation of Kaitlin K. Ludwick as Kindergarten Teacher.
Approved by Consent Motion.
E. Act on recommendation to accept the resignation of Connie Small as Fourth Grade Teacher.
Approved by Consent Motion.
F. Act on recommendation to accept the resignation of Lyman Bayles as Route Driver.
Approved by Consent Motion.
G. Act on recommendation to non-renew Laura Prow, HS Spanish Teacher.
Approved by Consent Motion.
H. Act on recommendation to approve 2015-16 Calendar.
Approved by Consent Motion.
I. Act on recommendation to approve 2015-16 Salary Schedules.
Approved by Consent Motion.
J. Act on recommendation to approve 2015-16 Food Services Staff.
Approved by Consent Motion.
K. Act on recommendation to approve 2015-16 Transportation Staff.
Approved by Consent Motion.
L. Act on recommendation to approve 2015-16 Maintenance and Custodial Staff.
Approved by Consent Motion.
M. Act on recommendation to approve 2015-16 District Classified Staff.
Approved by Consent Motion.
N. Act on recommendation to approve 2015-16 District Administrative Staff.
Approved by Consent Motion.
O. Act on recommendation to approve 2015-16 Early Learning Center Staff.
Approved by Consent Motion.
P. Act on recommendation to approve Grace Kennedy’s work hours be extended to 40 hours per week/10 months per year.
Approved by Consent Motion.
Q. Act on recommendation to approve 2015-16 Elementary Classified Staff.
Approved by Consent Motion.
R. Act on recommendation to approve 2015-16 Elementary Non-Probationary Teaching Staff.
Approved by Consent Motion.
S. Act on recommendation to approve 2015-16 Elementary Probationary Teaching Staff.
Approved by Consent Motion.
T. Act on recommendation to approve 2015-16 Middle and High School Classified Staff.
Approved by Consent Motion.
U. Act on recommendation to approve 2015-16 Middle and High School Non-Probationary Teaching Staff.
Approved by Consent Motion.
V. Act on recommendation to approve 2015-16 Middle and High School Probationary Teaching Staff.
Approved by Consent Motion.
W. Act on recommendation to approve Brandi Durr as Part Time Assistant Middle School Boys/Girls Track Coach for 1/3 position.
Approved by Consent Motion.
X. Act on recommendation to approve Trey Gordanier as Part Time Assistant High School Boys/Girls Track Coach for 1/3 position.
Approved by Consent Motion.
Y. Act on recommendation to approve Mike Morelli as Middle School Assistant Wrestling Coach.
Approved by Consent Motion.
Z. Approve updated Substitute List.
Approved by Consent Motion.
Addendum
AA.  Act on recommendation to accept the resignation of Todd Sehnert, Middle School Math Teacher.

Approved by Consent Motion.
AB.  Act on resolution in Support of the Student-Centered Accountability Pilot.
RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE STUDENT-CENTERED ACCOUNTABILITY PILOT
WHEREAS, At the core of accountability in educational systems is student learning; and

WHEREAS, Colorado statute intends that the statewide accountability system "Focuses the attention of educators, parents, students, and other members of the community on maximizing every student's progress toward post-secondary and workforce readiness and post-graduation success;" and

WHEREAS, Colorado statute intends that the statewide accountability  system "Provides more academic performance  information, and fewer labels, to move from a punitive accountability  system to one that is positive and focused on learning and achieving high levels of academic performance;"  and

WHEREAS, It is clear that the current system of accountability in Colorado is not producing more learning or increased student performance and remains punitive to rural students, education professionals and school districts because accountability has been singularly tied to the statewide assessment system and a growth model that is statistically invalid; and

WHEREAS, Colorado statute intends that the statewide assessment system "Provides data that are recognized by educators, parents, students, the higher education community, the business community, and other stakeholders as fair, balanced, objective, and transparent to support individual school, school district, institute, state, and federal education accountability purposes;" and

WHEREAS, Large-scale opposition to the current assessment system has resulted in significant numbers of parent refusals to participate; and

WHEREAS, The quantity and patterns of refusals to test substantially degrade the objectivity, transparency, validity, reliability, and utility of the current statewide accountability system; and

WHEREAS, Ongoing attempts to implement the current system of assessment and accountability deprive rural students and educators of substantial instructional time without providing data that are "fair, balanced, etc."; and

WHEREAS, The United States Department of Education explicitly permits State Education Agencies (SEA's) to authorize local assessments under the statewide assessment system

WHEREAS, The United States Department of Education identifies specific technical criteria which a SEA may use to develop a system combining local and statewide assessments; and

WHEREAS, "It is the responsibility of policy makers to create the conditions for an effective accountability system that produces substantial improvements in student learning, strengthens the teaching profession, and provides transparency to the public;" and

WHEREAS, Colorado school districts and colleges along with advocacy agencies and membership associations collaborating as the Rural Innovation Alliance have committed to implementing an alternative accountability system that is robust, valid, reliable and that employs educationally useful assessments that meet the intent of the Colorado Legislature;

NOW THEREFORE  BE IT RESOLVED

That the leadership of the Mancos School District Re-6 supports the efforts of rural districts to participate in the Student-Centered Accountability Pilot and formally requests that the Colorado State Board of Education provide the directives, waivers and status necessary to facilitate the pilot.
Adopted this 20th day of April 2015 by Mancos School District Re-6 Board of Education.
Approved by Consent Motion.
CORRESPONDENCE
There was no correspondence for consideration.
UPCOMING/OLD BUSINESS

Next meeting: May 18, 2015.
Amanda Rose asked if there would be a way to include adults who have not been able to attain their GED in the Alternate schooling Mr. Priestley is considering. Mr. Priestley and Mr. Hanson both replied that they had considered this, and it may become a long range goal after we have made it available to our students.
CONCLUSION OF PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

ADJOURNMENT

The Board adjourned by consensus at 8:54 p.m.

_____________________________________________

Monty Guiles, President

_____________________________________________

Boe Hawkins, Secretary
